Writers Forum
Publication Greeting

PR. BENSON ABRAHAM

Greetings in the name of

Our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. On behalf of the
National Executive

Team of NACOG 2026 | am
glad to pen a few words of
greetings in this Writer's
Forum News Letter.

Church of God
International Writers
fellowship has been a
great blessing to NACOG.
lappreciate the initiative

taken by the Writers Forum

officials to promote the
God given talent of
creative writing in our
community. Writing not
only is informative and
thought provoking, but
also inspire the divine
transformation in our
lives. | thank God for all
the contributors in this
publication and may God
continue to use your talent
for His glory and for the
expansion of Kingdom of
God at large.

| would like to take an
opportunity here to
welcome you all to NACOG
2026, the 29th North
American Church of God
Conference in the Mile High
City of Denver, Colorado.
The theme for this year is
chosen prayerfully as
“United by the Spirit”
from Joel 2:28. “And it
shall come to pass
afterward That | will pour
out My Spirit on all flesh;
Your sons and your

daughters shall
prophesy, Your old men
shall dream dreams, Your
young men shall see
visions.” Christian
writings are not mere
human thoughts; instead,
they shall be inspired by
the anointing of the

Holy Spirit. Indeed,
Christian wirings are
powerful prophetical
voices of all the time and
edifyour spiritual life.

In the 2025 NACOG
Conference we expect a
great revival in our com-
munity by the powerful
outpouring of the Holy
Spirit upon all generations.
Let's stand united by the
Spirit for this great
vision and prophesy to be
fulfilled in our time. | re-
quest your earnest prayers
for the blessing of
our 29th NACOG
Conference. | invite you all
to be part of this historic
conference as it is
coming to the Western part
of North America for the
first time ever since its
inception 28 years
ago. NACOG 2026 shall be a
great time of our Church of
God families’ spiritual
fellowship and at the same
time, avail this opportunity
to explore the natural
beauty of Colorful Colorado
whichis a favorite tourist
destination for thousands
of travelers every year.

It is my prayer that the
readers of this publication
shall be blessed and the
thoughts shall bring
forth the prophetic voice
that shall give way to
transformation in many
lives.

President NACOG 2026
Pastor Benson Abraham

REV.DR. EBBY
MAMMEN
President,

Writer’s Fellowship.

As we step into a new year with :
gratitude and expectation, we thank :
God for His faithfulness in the year
gone by and look forward with hope
to all that He has prepared for
us ahead.

We are living in a remarkable
digital age—an era where our
words can travel farther and touch
more lives than ever before. Writing
has become a powerful tool to
inspire, encourage, and transform,
reaching hearts across the globe at
the click of a button. | am grateful
to God for the opportunity to
conduct our first virtual workshop
on September 14, “Creative Writing
in the Digital Age,” with Evg. Jaimohan
Athirunkal as our resource person.
The session was both enriching and
inspiring, motivating many of our
members to refine their writing skills :
and use them for God's glory :

Forget the former
things; do not dwell

on the past. See, | am
doing a new thing! Now
it springs up; do you

not perceive it?
Isaiah 43:18-19

We are prayerfully planning an-
other workshop this December and

: warmly invite all members to join and
: benefit from this learning experience.
: As we continue to grow in our craft, |

: also urge you to earnestly pray for

: the upcoming NACOG 2026 in Denver,

Colorado. May it be a time of spiritual

renewal, unity, and divine visitation

: for our fellowship, and may the seeds
: sown through our writing contribute
: to the wider impact of God's work.

Let us embrace writing with

creativity, purpose, and spiritual in-
: sight, remembering that every word
: we share can plant seeds of faith,

hope, and encouragement in the lives

of others. In this digital age, our

pens—and keyboards—can become

: instruments of transformation.

Writers :
Fellowship:
Officials:!

: Dr. Rooban Nahomi (Treasurer)

NACOG :

¢ Rev. Mathew K. Philip (Publisher)

Roy Mepral (Vice President)

Rev. Dr. Ebby Mammen (President)
: Rev. Biju George (Secretary)

Susan B. John (Joint Secretory)
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During a Sunday school class,
while the teacher was teaching her
students, she asked them to
quietly read Matthew 26:6-13 and
gave them ten minutes to do so. After
the time was up, she
asked, “What do you think about this
passage?”

The children shared many
different opinions. Some said they
agreed with the disciples, while
others said they thought what the
woman did was good.

The teacher responded, “You see,
Jesus appreciated what she did—and
that makes all the

difference.” She added, “Whatever we
do for the Kingdom of God should be
pleasing to Him."

She then began to explain the
passage: "This event took place at the
house of Simon the Leper. In the
story, we see Jesus, a woman, and
Jesus's disciples. We don't know how
many disciples were present. The
woman poured very
expensive perfume from an alabaster
jar onto Jesus's head. This perfume
was worth about 300
denarii, which was roughly a years
wages for a laborer at the time. It's
possible that she spent
her entire savings on it.

But the first response she heard
wasn't encouraging, was it? The very
people who should have

appreciated her act instead
discouraged her, asking, ‘Why this
waste?’Sometimes, when we do
something for the Kingdom of God
and put in our best effort, people
won't understand it. They may not
see the beauty in what we're doing
and might even discourage

us. That discouragement could come
from friends, relatives, or even those
closest to us.

But don't let that stop you. Just
like this woman, give your best
anyway.Let me give you an example.
Many years ago, missionaries from
the United States and Europe
went to different parts of the world.
They left behind their comfort zones,
good lifestyles,
familiar food, and loved ones. Many of
them faced challenges like what this
womanexperienced—but they still
gave their best. Some couldn’t even
reach their destination due to the
natural obstacles of the time, but
many did. They changed countless
lives and led people to
Jesus. Isn’t that beautiful, kids?

In the passage you read, right in the
midst of criticism, Jesus said to His
disciples, ‘Why are you

bothering this woman? She has done
a beautiful thing to me.’

So remember this: when you do
something for God’s Kingdom, give it
your best. Don't bediscouraged by
anything. Jesus sees it, and He

will acknowledge it."
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“He who began a good
work in you will carry it on
to completion until the day
of Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 1:6

Life is like a puzzle,
intricately designed by
God's masterful hands.
Each piece—

uniquely shaped
andcolored—represents a
moment, experience, or
relationship in our lives.
As we journey through
time, God carefully places
each piece into position,
creating a breathtaking
work of art. He directs our
footsteps according to His
will and aligns them
perfectly to bring glory to
His name

The Puzzle Pieces

1. Trials and Tribulations

These are the dark, jagged
pieces that seem to disrupt
the puzzle's harmony. Yet,
they ultimately add depth
and texture to the overall
picture. In every trial life
presents, the Good
Shepherd stays close by,
whispering: "Do not fear,
for | am with you; do not be
afraid, for | am your God.”
Isaiah 41:10 Through the
storms, His steady hand
reminds us that even the
painful pieces have
purpose
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2. Joy and Triumphs.

These are the vibrant,
shining pieces that bring
radiance to the puzzle.
Moments of joy and
triumph are the crowning
jewels of our lives. The
Good Shepherd leads His
flock to green pastures and
beside still waters

(Psalm 23), filling our
lives with His peace and
abundance

3. Relationships

Relationships are the in-
terlocking pieces that
connect us to others. They
form the framework of our
lives—offering love,
support, and meaning.

The bond between the
Good Shepherd and His
sheep illustrates an
unbreakable connection.
When this connection
weakens, the beauty of the
masterpiece is affected.
Our lives are meant to
portray Christ and His
love—a masterpiece held
together by a Shepherd
with infinite

patience.

4. Lessons and Growth

The smaller, intricately
carved pieces represent
the wisdom and
understanding we gain

along the way. These
moments shape our
spiritual growth, helping us
see God's hand in every de-
tail.Looking back, every
child of God can proclaim,
“The Lord's love and mercy
have molded me and
brought me closer to my
Savior.”

God’'s Master Plan

As God arranges each
piece, a beautiful picture
gradually emerges. Every
part is interconnected and
interdependent, reflecting
His love, wisdom, and glory.
Out of the overflow of His
divine love, God created
humanity as vessels to re-
ceive and reflect His com-
passion and care. His plan is
never random—it is a mas-
terpiece unfolding with
purpose.

Our Role in the Puzzle

At times, we may not un-
derstand the bigger pic-
ture. We might question
why certain pieces are in-
cluded or why others seem
to be missing. But even
when the picture appears
incomplete, God's purpose
is being fulfilled. As we
trust in His sovereignty, we
can rest assured that every
piece— joyful or painful—is
placed with divine precision
to form a cohesive, glorious
whole.

The Completed Puzzle

One day, when our earthly
lives are complete, we will
finally see the finished
puzzle in all its splendor.
We will marvel at its de-
sign, its vibrant colors, and
its intricate beauty. We will
understand that every
piece—no matter

how small or
insignificant—played a vital
role in the masterpiece of
our life. Until then, let us
trust in the Master’s hands,
knowing He is fitting each
piece perfectly, crafting a
life that reflects His

love and glory.

A Final Reflection

God has placed usina
wonderful position, with
divine plans and purposes
for our lives. A small
deviation from His purpose
can cause deep sorrow to
our Savior’s heart. Yet even
when we stray, He never
gives up. The Good
Shepherd waits patiently,
knocking at the door of our
hearts, ready to restore
and continue His
masterpiece.

Be assured—the Lord who
began the good work in you
will bring it to completion
(Philippians 1:6). He is the
Master Artist, lovingly
putting the pieces of your
life together until the very
end.
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After the crucifixion
and burial of the body of
Jesus, some women rushed
to the tomb early morning
Sunday. They were Mary
Magdalene, Mary the
mother of James, and
others (Matthew 28:1-10,
Mark 16:1-8, Luke 24:10
& John 20:1-8). They took
specially prepared
fragrance with them to
anoint the body of Jesus,

which was a jewish custom.

But they had some big
issues ahead of them.
There was a huge stone
rolled over the grave and
was sealed. Soldiers were
guarding the tomb (they
could be arrested). It was
also unsafe for women to
walk alone that early. But
for these women, nothing
mattered! Their love
surpassed logic! They
didn’t know what they
were doing was an act of
worship. When they
reached the tomb, (to their
surprise), the tomb was
open! Instead of seeing a
dead body, they saw the
living Jesus! Worship! They
went to the tomb with

sens

T T Ty

SEsssssssssEEE RN EREEREREERRRRRRRERERES

heavy hearts but returned

rejoicing and sharing the

good news with everybody.
That is what worship does!

You don't come back with

heavy heart, after worship

In John 12:1-8, we see
another act of worship.

Mary of Bethany, (sister of

Martha and Lazarus),
poured costly perfume on
the feet of Jesus! She had

many of her own needs but
she did not count the cost,

when it came to Jesus. It
was her way of saying
“Thank you Jesus”! These
two acts of worship teach
us something. In the first

case, those women did not

worry about their own
life/safety. Their love for

Jesus exceeded every fear -

and doubt. In the second,
we see Mary who did not
count the cost of the
perfume. She believed

Jesus deserved that kind of
a worship. But what two of

Jesus' own did before the

crucifixion is just shocking.

Peter and Judas Iscariot
momentarily acted like
strangers! Peter, because

of his fear for life,
disowned Jesus before a

of his love for money,
“sold"” Jesus. After Jesus
was crucified, it was two
strangers - Joseph of
Arimathea and Nicodemus
(John 3) who boldly went
and received the body of
Jesus and buried it. When
“his own" backed up,
“strangers” stepped in!

a

Today, many who boast
of being “the people of
God", are taking a step

and love. So God has raised
up a new generation, who
love Jesus from the depth
of their heart. Like the
prodigal, these new
believers cry to Jesus for
the forgiveness of their
sins. But then there are
those traditional
Christians, those with the"
elder brother” mentality,
who cannot accept them.
They use logic, more than
love. But the father’s love
goes beyond logic. Unless
we get that father’s heart,
we won't be accepted by

young girl. Iscariot, because

back when it comes to faith
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the father! Logic does what
is politically correct, but
love does what is divinely
correct! If a son or
daughter gets into an
accident, the parent does
not use logic. Their love
may prompt then to jump
and save that child, risking
their own safety! In Acts
10, we see that Jesus
transformed Peter by
sending him to the house
of Cornelius. Peter had
some “issues” dealing with
gentiles. As the Cornelius
family had their big day of
transformation, Peter also
had his!

Do | really love Jesus?
Am | more concerned what
the person sitting next in
church will think of me,
than about worshipping
Jesus? If we truly love
Jesus, all fear is out!
(1 John 4:18) King David
worshipped and danced for
God even as his wife Michal
didn't like it! Jesus did for
us what nobody else has
done. He loves us so much!
Faith and love must replace
fear and doubt!
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